CASE STUDY – HISTORY
SOCIAL SCIENCE CLASS VI
 Ashoka the Great and the Maurya Empire
Ashoka the Great, one of the most prominent rulers in Indian history, was the third emperor of the Maurya Empire, which at its peak controlled nearly the entire Indian subcontinent. His reign, lasting from approximately 268 BCE to 232 BCE, is particularly notable for his transformation after the Kalinga War and his promotion of Buddhism and non-violence.
Ashoka initially began his rule with a strong military approach, expanding the empire through conquest. However, after witnessing the devastation of the Kalinga War, he embraced a policy of peace, compassion, and religious tolerance. Ashoka's commitment to Dharma (moral law) led him to propagate principles of non-violence (ahimsa), respect for all living beings, and the welfare of his people. He built numerous edicts inscribed on stone pillars and rocks across the empire, promoting ethical governance and human rights.
The Kalinga War: One of the most defining moments of Ashoka's reign, the Kalinga War (circa 261 BCE), resulted in massive bloodshed and loss of life. The brutal consequences of the war had a profound impact on Ashoka, leading to his conversion to Buddhism.
Conversion to Buddhism: After the Kalinga War, Ashoka embraced Buddhism, which influenced his policies of peace, tolerance, and compassion. He supported the spread of Buddhism both within India and abroad, including sending emissaries to other regions of Asia.
Dhamma (Moral Law): Ashoka established the concept of Dhamma, which encouraged social welfare, non-violence, respect for elders, and ethical living. His edicts, written in various languages, were displayed across the empire.
Ashoka’s Edicts: The edicts are a collection of inscriptions made by Ashoka, detailing his laws and moral teachings. They were inscribed on pillars, rocks, and cave walls across India, and they provide significant insight into his reign and his thoughts on governance and morality.




Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs):

1. Who was Ashoka's greatest military conquest before his conversion to Buddhism? a) The defeat of the Greeks
b) The Kalinga War
c) The war against the Nanda dynasty
d) The war against the Cholas

2. What was the primary reason for Ashoka’s conversion to Buddhism? a) The teachings of his father
b) The influence of Buddhist monks
c) The aftermath of the Kalinga War
d) His interest in philosophy

3. What principle did Ashoka’s Dhamma emphasize the most? a) Warfare and expansion
b) Respect for all living beings and non-violence
c) Heavy taxation to fund the military
d) Spreading Hinduism

4. Where did Ashoka inscribe his edicts to spread his message? a) On coins and currency notes
b) On rock faces and pillars
c) In temples
d) On royal seals 

5. Which of the following was NOT a policy promoted by Ashoka after his conversion to Buddhism? a) Religious tolerance
b) Promotion of animal sacrifice
c) Welfare of the people
d) Non-violence

Subjective Questions:

1.Explain the significance of the Kalinga War in Ashoka’s life and reign. How did it influence his decision to embrace Buddhism?

2. Describe the concept of ‘Dhamma’ promoted by Ashoka. How did it reflect his vision for a just and ethical society?

3. How did Ashoka's support for Buddhism affect the Indian subcontinent and beyond during his reign? Provide examples of his efforts to spread Buddhism.

4. Discuss the importance of Ashoka's edicts. What role did they play in governing his empire and communicating his policies to the people?

5. What were some of the key social reforms implemented by Ashoka, and how did they impact the lives of his subjects?

